INTL 1300: Introduction to Latin America 


Professor John Galante Email: jsgalante@wpi.edu 

Class Meetings: Office Hours: 

Tuesday and Friday, 1-2:50pm Tuesday, 3-5pm, or by appointment 
Atwater Kent Hall, Room 232 Salisbury Labs, Room 234 


Course Description 


This course presents an overview of post-colonial history and present-day circumstances 
in Latin America. It is divided into several sections. The first section of the course outlines 
the history of the region from the period of independence in the early nineteenth century 
through the end of the twentieth century. Each class period in this section examines a 
critical period in Latin American history and explores a topic of substantial relevance at 
that time. Those topics vary in their emphasis on economic, political, or social issues, 
although an effort will be made to explore all of these elements whenever possible. As 
the course moves through historical topics and periods of time, each class discussion (and 
readings assigned for that class) will pay close attention to a sub-region in Latin America 
where experiences were particularly illustrative of issues being addressed. 


The second and third sections of the course focus on culture and society, in the past and 
present, in different parts of Latin America. This will allow us to engage further with 
diverse perspectives, groups, countries, and subject matters—all in juxtaposition to the 
history discussed in the first section. For these sections, groups of students will review 
assigned readings and develop class discussions and presentations based on those 
readings. 


At the end of the term, we will watch a film that brings together much of course content. 
Students should leave the course with a broader understanding of people, places, events, 
circumstances, relationships, trends, and issues that shape modern Latin America. They 
should also gain more experience interrogating and analyzing circumstances and 
trajectories in the past and present, while improving their ability to articulate their 
assessments of the materials we will review. 


Class Materials: 


Thomas Skidmore, Peter Smith, James Green, Modern Latin America, Eighth 
Edition (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014) 


Other readings and videos posted on Canvas 


First-Year Initiative in Humanities & Arts 


This course is part of an initiative in the Humanities & Arts Department that seeks to 
provide first-year students with additional supports as they integrate themselves into 
WPI’s curriculum and community. A group of faculty working on this initiative has set 
aside 20 courses to which first-year students are given preferential access. As a result, in 
addition to the course content outlined below, we will be engaging in exercises 
throughout the term that are meant to support broader student learning objectives 
(SLOs) that should be useful across WPI courses in the Humanities & Arts and beyond. The 
SLOs and class activities related to this first-year initiative for this class are: 


Student Learning Objectives: 


WELLBEING: Create a space of community and mindfulness 
to practice self-compassion and self-care as part of 
academic projects here and elsewhere 


READING: Develop reading strategies across different types 


of material to explore diverse ways of perceiving the world 


PERSPECTIVE TAKING: Examine and interpret experiences 
from multiple perspectives among students and authors 


COMMUNICATIONS: Practice and hone written and oral 
communication appropriate to different purposes 


DISCUSSION AND DIALOGUE: Collaborate in active dialogue 


and discussion to enhance individual and group learning 


HUA ACADEMIC PLAN: Review with students opportunities 
in HUA and map intentional paths through the requirement 


Class Activities: 


In-class discussion of 
student wellbeing 
Breaks 


Review of reading and 
notetaking strategies 
Assignment #1 


Focus on culture and 
society, and diverse 
points of view in sub- 
regions of Latin America 


In-class exercises on 
analytical writing 
Assignments #2 and #3 
focus on writing skills 
Project presentations 


Daily discussions of 
readings 
Collaborative exercises 


Class activity on 
October 13 


Diversity and Inclusion: 


This classroom and this course are places where all people and points of view are 
welcome and respected, regardless of race and ethnicity, gender and sexuality, origins 
and experiences, abilities and socio-economic class, and other designations that one 
might assign themselves or be assigned. This does not mean that we cannot debate and 
disagree. It does not mean that we cannot engage with difference. However, it does mean 
that we must respect diversity in opinions, resist the reduction of our interpretations to 
preconceived assumptions and stereotypes, and work to try to understand and empathize 
with different interpretations and points of view. 


Mental Health: 


A fundamental element of the course is a commitment to maintain balance between the 
pursuit of course objectives and the prioritization and preservation of mental health. 
Maintaining that balance requires consistent communication, flexibility with assignments 
and deadlines when needed, openness to changes in course design, and other 
modifications and conversations that may be needed during the term. 


Please reach out for assistance at any time! 

Free and confidential counseling, guidance, and support is also available through the 
Student Development and Counseling Center at 16 Einhorn Road or (508) 831-5540: 
https://www.wpi.edu/offices/student-develooment-counseling-center 

Accessibility and Accommodations: 

If you need course accommodations because of an alternative ability, or need to share 
medical or other information that may impact performance or participation, inform the 


instructor as soon as possible. 


If you have approved accommodations, please request your accommodation letters 
online through the Office of Accessibility Services (OAS) student portal. 


If they have not done so, students who need accommodations are encouraged to contact 
OAS to ensure they are instituted in a timely fashion. This office can be contacted via 
email: accessibilityservices@wpi.edu, via phone: (508) 831-4158, or in Unity Hall: 
https://www.wpi.edu/offices/office-accessibility-services 


Assignments and Grading 


Attendance and Participation: 20% 


Students must attend and participate in discussions and activities to perform well in the 
course. Effective participation will require students to engage in lectures and to be 
prepared for discussion groups by reviewing readings ahead of time. Participation will be 
assessed on the following criteria: 


A: Consistent, engaged and informed participation 
B: Effective but sporadic participation 

C: Infrequent or uninformed participation 

D: No participation or frequent unexcused absence 


Use of cell phones or social media is not permitted in the classroom. Laptops may be used. 
A participation update will be given during the term, so students can track their progress. 


Writing Assignments: 50% 


In the first part of the course, students will complete writing assignments of varying 
formats and lengths, building from (1) an exercise on notetaking to (2) an assignment 
focused on argumentation and citation to (3) an analytical essay. Instructions for these 
assignments will be provided during the term. 


Assignment #1: 10% September 4 

Assignment #2: 15% September 11 

Assignment #3: 25% September 18 
Group Discussion: 30% 


In the third part of the course, groups of students will present book chapter and article 
reviews, and lead class discussions on assigned readings related to topics that look at 
society, culture, and diverse perspectives around Latin America. Instructions for the group 
discussions will be provided during the term. 


Group Presentation and Discussion 1 September 29 
Group Presentation and Discussion 2 October 3 
Group Presentation and Discussion 3 October 6 
Group Presentation and Discussion 4 October 10 
Optional Assignment: 10% (reducing the Group Discussion to 20%) 


At the end of the term, students will have the option to write a film review. 


All assignments will be graded based on the criteria in the following rubric: 


Analysis 


Analyzes the 
material 
comprehensively 
and carefully. 


Selects and 
synthesizes ideas 
and information to 
develop an 
effective analytical 
outcome. 
Carefully selects 
the most significant 
and relevant 
supporting 
evidence to back 
up claims. 


Explains clearly 
how each 
reference 
contributes to an 
argument or claim. 
Order of exposition 
is logical and clear. 


Logically builds a 
narrative to 
develop a premise. 


Clear, vivid, 
specific, precise 
vocabulary. 


No typos or spelling 
errors. 


Appropriate mix of 
student’s analytical 
work and use of 
sources. 


Analyzes all of the 
materials in some 
way. 


Uses ideas and 
information from 
sources, but 
analysis is 
somewhat 
incomplete. 


Provides specific 
supporting 

evidence froma 
several sources. 


In many cases, 
explains how 
quotes, 
paraphrases and 
other references 
relate to 
arguments/claims. 
Order of 
exposition is 
largely easy to 
follow. 


Would benefit 
from more logical 
organization. 


Grammar largely 
correct, and 
vocabulary and 
phrasing clear. 


A few typos or 
spelling errors. 


Overreliance on 
quotes and other 
source materials. 


Only uses a portion 
of the material. 


Fails to address a 
central issue. 


Ignores important 
information from 
sources. 


Little concrete 
evidence 
presented. 


Fails to relate 
information from 
sources to specific 
arguments/claims. 


Information drawn 
from sources is 
partially incorrect. 
Poorly organized. 


Relationship 
between various 
elements is unclear. 


Vague, informal, or 
erroneous language 


Excessively wordy. 
Multiple typos or 


grammatical and 
spelling errors. 


If you need assistance with writing or other assignments, please ask for help. 
Assistance with writing is also available through the university’s Writing Center: 


https: 


www. wpi.edu/student-experience/resources/writing-center 


Fails to use 
materials 
effectively. 


Addresses few or 
none of the central 
issues. 


Fails to use sources 
in the assignment. 


No supporting 
evidence is 
presented. 


No quotes, 
paraphrases or 
other references 
appear. 


Information drawn 
from sources is 
incorrect. 

No organizing 
structure. 


Repetitious and 
confusing. 


Informal language. 


Multiple grammar 
and spelling errors. 


No evidence of 
proofreading. 


SECTION 1 — HISTORY 
Week 1 — August 25 — Introductions and Colonial History 
Lecture: Spanish and Portuguese Colonialism in the Americas 


Reading: Skidmore, Smith and Green Chapter 2, pp. 16-29 


Week 2a — August 29 — Decolonization, Civil War, State Formation (1820s-1880s) 


Regional Focus: The Andes 


Reading: Skidmore, Smith and Green Chapter 2, pp. 29-44 
Chapter 14, pp. 396-401 
Chapter 6, pp. 142-145 
Chapter 7, pp. 184-191 
Chapter 8, pp. 212-219 


In-Class Materials on Canvas (Week 2a — Richard Graham) 
Week 2b — September 1 — Nation-Building, Exports, Social Movements (1880s-1910s) 
Regional Focus: The Southern Cone 


Reading: Skidmore, Smith and Green Chapter 12, pp. 343-346 
Chapter 9, pp. 240-248 
Chapter 10, pp. 270-277 
Chapter 11, pp. 305-314 


In-Class Materials on Canvas (Week 2b — Simon Bolivar) 


Assignment #1 Due on Canvas September 4 
Week 3a — September 5 — U.S. Intervention in Latin America (1890s-1940s) 


Regional Focus: The Caribbean 


Reading: Skidmore, Smith and Green Chapter 5, pp. 112-121 
Chapter 15, pp. 431-439 
Chasteen (on Canvas) Chapter 6, pp. 200-210 


In-Class Materials on Canvas 


Week 3b — September 8 — Nationalism, Populism, State-Led Development (1910s-1960s) 


Regional Focus: Mexico 


Reading: Skidmore, Smith and Green Chapter 3, pp. 52-64 
Chapter 12, pp. 350-358 


In-Class Materials on Canvas 


Assignment #2 Due on Canvas September 11 


Week 4a — September 12 — The Cold War and the “Dirty War” (1950s-1980s) 
Regional Focus: Central America 
Reading: Skidmore, Smith and Green Chapter 15, pp. 445-456 
Chapter 4, pp. 93-111 
(Read “Cold War” only) 
In-Class Materials on Canvas 
Week 4b — September 15 — Neoliberalism and its Responses (1990s-2000s) 


Regional Focus: Latin America 


Reading: Skidmore, Smith and Green Chapter 12, pp. 358-362 
Chasteen (on Canvas) Chapter 10, pp. 319-340 


In-Class Materials on Canvas 

Assignment #3 Due on Canvas September 18 
SECTION 2 — WELLNESS AND PREPARATIONS 
Week 5a — September 19 — Group Discussion Preparations | 
Week 5b — September 22 — NO CLASS — Wellness Day 
Week 6a — September 26 — Group Discussion Preparations II 
SECTION 3 — CULTURE AND SOCIETY 
Week 6b — September 29 — Food 


Reading: Jeffrey Pilcher, “Eating a la Criolla: Global and Local Foods in 
Argentina, Cuba, and Mexico” 


Sandra Aguilar-Rodriguez, “Mole and Mestizaje: Race and 
National Identity in Twentieth-Century Mexico” 


Cristina Alcalde, “Between Incas and Indians: Inca Kola and the 
Construction of a Peruvian-Global Mentality” 


Group 1 Presentation and Discussion 


Week 7a — October 3 — Carnival 


Reading: 


Max Harris, “The Sins of the Carnival Virgin (Bolivia)” 


Monica Gontovnik, “Performing Race in the Barranquilla Carnival: 
The Case of the Negritas Puloy de Montecristo” 


Natasha Pravaz, “Hybridity Brazilian Style: Samba, Carnaval, and 
the Myth of ‘Racial Democracy’ in Rio de Janeiro” 


Group 2 Presentation and Discussion 


Week 7b — October 6 — Futbol/Futebol 


Reading: 


Greg Bocketti, “Italian Immigrants, Brazilian Football, and the 
Dilemma of National Identity” 


Pedro Acuna, “Snapshots of Modernity: Reading Football 
Photographs of the 1930 World Cup in Uruguay” 


Vic Duke and Liz Crolley, “Futbol, Politicians and the People: 
Populism and Politics in Argentina” 


Group 3 Presentation and Discussion 


Week 8a — October 10 — Music 


Reading: 


Glen Chambers, “The Rise of Son and the Legitimization of 
African-Derived Culture in Cuba, 1908-1940” 


Angel Quintero-Rivera, “Salsa, Migration, and Globalization” 
Darien Lamen, “Claiming Caribbeanness in the Brazilian Amazon: 


Lambada, Critical Cosmopolitanism, and the Creation of an 
Alternative Amazon” 


Group 4 Presentation and Discussion 


SECTION 4 — REVIEW AND CONCLUSIONS 


Week 8b — October 13 — Conclusions 


Viewing: 


Roma (2018), Alfonso Cuaron, dir. 


Optional Assignment Due October 13 


